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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, 
etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. 
Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








Sick Room 
Crucifix 


Sold exclusively by 
us. May be lifted from 
base and placed in the 
hands of a sick person. 

Made of rich wal- 
nut wood with delicate 
inlays. Size 7 inches, 
corpus finished in gold. 
Price $1.00 postpaid. 


Catechetical Guild 
541 Univ. Ave. 
St. Paul, Minn. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price, per year, $1.00 Foreign countries, $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 8, 1917, Authorized July 17, 1918, 











pecial Offered for 
Lenten NEW Subscriptions to 
Premiums “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


(Please state premium desired) aiid 


For 1 New Subscription 


The Way of the 
Views of the Lim- Cross — a popular 64- 


pias Crucifix — three age pooklet containing 
inspiring views of the the stations with a 
Miraculous Crucifix, touching illustration. of 
mounted in a folder each Station, and other 
which will stand on prayers in honor of. the 


desk or table like & passion of our Lord. 
photograph. OR: — Vest pocket size. 





For 2 New Subscriptions 


Nickel-bound. Crucifix — 5 inches long. Convenient size for daily 
use in prayer. OR: — a , 

Placard of our Suffering Savior — or — the Dolorous Mother. Beau- 
tiful celluloid-covered pictures 44% x6% in. Devotional and inspiring. 


For 3 New Subscriptions 


Nickel-bound Crucifix, — 6 in. 
long, especially suitable for the 
sick. OR: — 

Biography of Rev. Father Lukas 
Etlin, O.S.B.—in attractive paper 
binding, 91 pages, 13 illustrations. 
An edifying and inspiring book, 


For 4 New Subscriptions 


Passion Series — eleven booklets 
of prayers and reflections on the 
various phases of our Lord’s Pas- 
sion; ideal for Lenten reading and 
meditation. OR: — 

Nickel-bound Crucifix — 7 in. 
long, suitable for the sick, or for 


excellent for Lenten reading. hanging on the wall. 





For 5 New Subscriptions 


Real Ebony Crucifix — oxidized corpus, beveled , 
edge; light in weight. Can easily be held by a sick 
person, Or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. OR: 


The Dolorous Passion — according to the reve- 
lations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. A truly soul- 
stirring account of the sufferings of our Redeemer, 
and His holy Mother. A book which would be an 
asset to any home, and which is very valuable for the 
Lenten season. 


For 6 New Subscriptions 


Nickel-bound Crucifix — 10 inches long — a nice size for the wall 
of a room. Of all objects of devotion, the Crucifix should be dearest 
to our hearts. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


As St. Joseph was the foster father of our Lord, so by his powerful intercession 
in heaven he is the foster father of the Church and of every Christian. 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of, 
the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 31 March, 1936 No. 11 











St. Joseph’s Glory and Power 





UIDED by the Archangel Raphael, who was disguised 

as a pilgrim, the youthful Tobias returned safely to 
his father’s house after a dangerous and wearisome 
journey to a distant land. And Holy Scripture tells 
us that, after the joyful reunion of parents and son, 
the elder and the younger Tobias vied with one another 
as to how they might amply reward the faithful companion for the 
services he had rendered. Now, if such is the gratitude of human 
hearts toward a benefactor, can we believe that the Heavenly Father 
and His Only-begotten Son were less generous in rewarding St. Joseph, 
the faithful guardian of Jesus during His earthly life? 

When God sent His Only-begotten Son into the w6rld as a poor, 
helpless child, He appointed St. Joseph to be His provider and pro- 
tector. This sacred trust St. Joseph faithfully fulfilled until his death. 
With what joy and gratitude must not our Savior, at His ascension, 
have taken the soul of His holy foster father with Him to heaven; 
and with what Divine bounty must not the Father and the Holy Ghost 
have glorified the holy patriarch because of his fidelity. 

If the glory of the saints of heaven is proportioned to their calling, 
the degree of holiness and the merits which they possessed here on 
earth, must not the heavenly glory of St. Joseph, after that of the 
holy Mother of God, surpass that of all the other saints? For, to 
whom was given a greater dignity on earth than to the foster father 
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of our Lord and the chaste spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary? Who 
could have attained greater sanctity than did St. Joseph by his constant 
association with Jesus, the Son of God, and Mary, the Queen of heaven 
and earth? And who, finally, could have acquired more merits than 
he who spent his life in the immediate service of our Lord and His 
holy Mother? Holy Church, recognizing the sublime dignity of St. 
Joseph, attributes to him a triple crown of glory. 


The Crown of Martyrdom 


St. Joseph did not, it is true, shed his blood for Jesus Christ, as 
did the holy martyrs; yet be became by his devotedness a true martyr 
of love. Love of God filled his whole life and in the service of this 
love he spent himself. Truly may it be said that he sacrificed his 
life for Jesus from the moment he was admitted to the holy mystery 
of the incarnation. At the angel’s bidding he left all things, to flee 
with the Child and His Mother from the mighty ones of the world, into 
a strange and pagan country. For Jesus and Mary, he toiled at his 
laborious trade, at that time considered lowly and despicable. Nor 
were conditions easier for him after the return to their own country. 
Thus, in a constant, sacrificial service he exhausted his strength; and 
his love continually increased until the moment when, in the arms of 
Jesus and Mary, he surrendered his pure soul into the hands of God. 
Rightly, then, does St. Joseph bear the crown of martyrdom, although 
he did not actually shed his blood for Jesus Christ. 


A Confessor and Doctor of the Church 


Besides the martyr’s crown, St. Joseph has also merited the glorious 
crown of a confessor and doctor of the Church. This thought is ex- 
pressed by no less an authority than St. Thomas Aquinas, himself one 
of the most illustrious of those honored by this title. St. Joseph has 
become for us a very practical teacher by his humble faith and his 
shining example of how to accept the truths revealed by God. His 
belief in the mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God never 
wavered. From this faith he drew an unbounded trust in God, by 
which he remained imperturbably faithful in all the vicissitudes of 
life. His resignation to the will of God was unvarying and his humility 
can be compared only to that of the Blessed Virgin. Holy Scripture 
calls him a “just man” (Matt. i. 19), a title which, according to the 
teachings of the Church, embraces all virtue. The crown of a doctor 
and confessor of the Church is, therefore, truly merited by St. Joseph. 
The doctors and confessors uphold the teachings of the Church by 
word and writing, as well as by their holy lives. St. Joseph likewise 
teaches and upholds the fundamental truths of our holy Faith — the 
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mystery of the incarnation of our Lord, His birth of the immaculate 
Virgin and His Divinity. The position of St. Joseph in the Church 
was duly recognized when Pope Pius IX, in a critical period, placed 
the universal Church under his patronage. 


The Crown of Virginity 


From the noble brow of St. Joseph shines also the resplendent 
crown of virginity. His purity rendered him alone worthy among the 
sons of David to be the spouse of the Queen of virgins. A Catholic 
artist has beautifully portrayed the espousal of Mary and Joseph. St. 
Joseph is shown with a blossoming almond rod, while the other sons 
of David withdraw into the background, acknowledging that he deserves 
the preference. St. Joseph is truly worthy to bear the lily in his hand. 
No shadow of sin has sullied the spotless purity of his soul, sanctified 
by the bountiful grace of God. 

The glory of St. Joseph is indeed above all praise. When our 
Lord, at the last judgment, invites the blessed to take possession of 
the kingdom of His Father, because they fed Him when He was hungry, 
gave Him to drink when He was thirsty, covered His nakedness and 
gave Him shelter, St. Joseph will not need to ask, “Lord, when have 
I done these things?” for he rendered all these services, not to the 
least of Christ’s brethren, but to Christ Himself. 


St. Joseph’s Power in Heaven 


Corresponding to his glory is the power which St. Joseph enjoys 
in heaven. God does not, like men sometimes do, bestow meaningless 
titles. St. Joseph is therefore counted among those saints whose in- 
tercession is most powerful with God. In very truth he shows himself 
the friend and brother of the entire Church in this valley of exile; for 
we have all become brothers in Christ, whose foster father St. Joseph 
is, and we may therefore place unbounded confidence in his fatherly 
protection. ‘ 

Pharao appointed the Egyptian Joseph viceroy of his kingdom 
and gave him his signet ring as a sign of his power. He called him 
the savior of the people, and directed his subjects to “Go to Joseph” 
(Gen. xli. 55). The King of heaven and earth has made St. Joseph 
the “master of His house, and ruler of all his possessions” (Ps. civ. 21). 
To him the Son of God was subject in the house of Nazareth for 
many years. With more right than Joseph of Egypt does the foster 
father of our Lord deserve to be called “Savior of the people,” for 
he saved the “Living Bread which had come down from heaven” from 
the hands of the blood-thirsty Herod. How great, therefore, must be 
the power of St. Joseph at the throne of God, who rewards everyone 
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according to his works. St. Thomas Aquinas says: “Other saints may 
be intercessors in this or that need; the power of St. Joseph appears 
equally great in all needs.” Holy Church also gives expression to 
this conviction in bidding us pray to St. Joseph: “So that what of 
ourselves we are unable to obtain may be granted to us by his 
intercession.” 

Could any petition presented by St. Joseph to the Heavenly Father, 
or laid at the feet of his Divine foster Son, or entrusted to the holy 
Mother of God, be denied? Moses, the leader of the chosen people, 
prayed with uplifted hands for his rebellious people, imploring grace 
and reconciliation for them. And God heard his prayer, even though 
he once doubted. St. Joseph raises his hands to the Blessed Trinity 
and obtains what he asks through the merits he has gained for himself. 
As our Lord points to His holy Wounds and the Blessed Virgin to 
her Divine motherhood, so does St. Joseph point to his hands which 
have toiled for Jesus and Mary. As St. Joseph on earth rejected no 
petition of his foster Son, and even anticipated His desires, so in 
heaven the Divine foster Son will certainly refuse no petition of His 
foster father. 

Beneath the roof of St. Joseph’s house in Nazareth, Jesus and 
Mary found a secure refuge; let us also place ourselves under the 
protection of this powerful saint. “The just man receiveth much 
praise,” says Holy Scripture, “and he that is the keeper of his master, 
shall be glorified” (Prov. xxvii. 18). To St. Joseph the Heavenly 
Father entrusted the holiest and dearest beings on earth, and St. Joseph 
was faithful to this sacred charge. He will prove no less faithful in 
our days as the protector of the universal Church. We may safely 
give our full confidence to one to whom God has entrusted what is 
dearest to Him, for nothing is dearer to God here on earth than His 
Holy Church. We are members of that Church, whose interests we 
must make our own. Let us therefore pray fervently to St. Joseph 
for the intentions of the Church. Let us recommend to his care her 
liberty, wherein lies all her treasure and her power. Only a free 
Church can fulfill her sublime duty as a refuge of truth and of all 
true liberty. To St. Joseph let us recommend all the rights of the 
Church, that she may be able to defend her legitimate rights, and 
remain ever the champion of right. To him let us recommend the 
Christian family, so that after the example of the Holy Family, it 
may be able to sanctify its members. To him let us recommend our- 
selves in all our needs of soul and body, but especially let us implore 
his assistance at the hour of death, so that we, like he, may die the 
death of the just. 














The Death of St. Joseph 





= HE 19th of March brings to us each year the remem- 
brance of the holy death of St. Joseph, which a very 
old and pious tradition ascribes to this day. Let us 
in spirit silently enter the holy house of Nazareth, at 
the very moment when the soul of St. Joseph has taken 
its departure from this world, and witness the touching 
scene which must then have taken place. 

We see our Divine Redeemer Himself close the eyes of the “Just 
one,” and, after having accomplished this duty of love, shed tears 
of tenderness and affection over His foster father. The Immaculate 
Virgin mingles her tears with those of her Divine Son. Oh! what 
a favored death-bed, watered with the tears of a God-man, and with 
those of the Mother of God! 

The venerable body of the deceased lies there, as if already 
in part glorified. Surely never before has such a look of sublime 
repose rested upon any countenance. His limbs are still as flexible 
as in life, and an odor, sweeter than that which has ever exhaled 
from the bodies of any of the saints perfumes the air; for never was 
sanctity comparable to the sanctity of St. Joseph. 

Whilst silence and devotion reign beside this holy corpse, whilst 
angels bend to look upon it with rapt admiration, whilst Jesus and 
Mary give expression to their gentle grief, let us.draw nearer to the 
mortal remains of the holy patriarch. First let us with reverence 
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veherate this noble head which was found worthy to be initiated into 
the secrets of God, and to which the confidences of the Omnipotent 
were imparted; this head, which had to endure such anxious thoughts, 
such harassing cares, anxieties and afflictions in connection with the 
secret incarnation of the Word of God; this head in which the thought 
of God and of His glory ever reigned pre-eminent, and into which no 
shadow of a thought contrary to the law of God ever gained admittance; 
this head, which during the sacred infancy so often supported that of 
the Incarnate Word, which, thus resting upon it, cast as it were some 
of its own glory over it, crowning it in some sort with a diadem from 
His Divinity; this head, which, as the last sigh escaped his lips, was 
blessed and honored by the kiss of the Son of God! We salute thee, 
O blessed head, now crowned in heaven with so glorious a diadem! 

Let us now approach the feet of the holy patriarch. Let us kneel 
and reverently kiss those holy feet; every step they took was either 
for the love of God, for Jesus, for the ever blessed Virgin, or for us. 

And lastly, let us venerate those glorious hands which lie folded 
so meekly upon his breast. Their day’s work is done; never will they 
have to labor more except it be in distributing those favors and graces 
which Jesus and Mary, through them, bestow upon us from heaven. 

With faith and love, let us press our lips to those holy hands, 
and oh! let us, in anticipation of that last hour so soon approaching 
for each of us, entreat the protection of those strong arms of St. Joseph. 
Nay, let us do more; let us fly for refuge to his heart; let us hide 
ourselves within its inmost recesses, and beg him to protect us, both 
during life and at the hour of our death. 

And as this grace of a good death and entrance into heaven is 
one of such vital importance to us, let us, after we have fervently 
besought St. Joseph’s protection, turn also to Jesus and Mary. We 
are sure to gain a hearing now, while they still weep over him, whose 
eyes they have just closed. Let us plead with them: “For the sake 
of him whom you mourn, for the sake of St. Joseph, for the sake of 
his sweet death, for the sake of the tears you have mutually shed, we 
beseech and implore you, O Jesus and Mary! in union with St. Joseph, 
bestow upon us your blessing for our last hour. O Divine Redeemer, 
O merciful Virgin Mother! keep for us, we entreat you, one glance 
of pity and loving compassion, such as you have just bestowed upon 
the dying Joseph, with which to bless us in our last agony.” 





Our two inspiring booklets — Go to Joseph (10¢) and Devotions 
to St. Joseph (5¢) — will increase your love for this dear saint and 
encourage you to invoke him with greater confidence. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Cross, Our Strength in Suffering 


“~\ NCE more the liturgical cycle brings us to the threshold 
of the holy Lenten season, a time in which we commem- 
orate in a very special manner the sufferings of our 
Divine Redeemer, His bitter Passion and death. It is 
a season in which we endeavor to penetrate ever more 
deeply into the mystery of suffering: the sufferings of 
Christ by which we were redeemed, and also the sufferings which be- 
come our portion as we follow Him toward the realms of eternal bliss. 

The sufferings of mankind often seem a mystery to us, and to 
worldly-minded people they are often a cause of despair. Our whole 
nature longs for happiness and joy, and yet sufferings of all ‘kinds 
press upon us. We should like to have our wishes fulfilled but they 
are frequently blighted; our career seems to be ruined, and the longed- 
for paradise becomes a valley of tears. Ingratitude, infidelity and the 
bitter pain of separation cut us to the heart; our dear ones are taken 
from us; we are visited by sickness and oppressed by weariness and 
sorrow. 

That we may learn to understand the sufferings of life, and sanctify 
them, Holy Church leads us, during this Lenten season, to the feet 
of our Savior, suffering and dying on the Cross. 


The Atoning Power of Suffering 

It is a revered custom to place a large Crucifix in the church so 
that, beholding the open wounds of our Savior, we may thank Him 
for His love, endeavor to understand the mystery of the Cross, and 
bear our own crosses with loving patience and resignation. We see the 
Redeemer hanging on the wood of shame, the Savior, the true Son of 
God! Nothing is so pure as His virginal Body; nothing so perfect 
as His holy Soul; nothing more sublime than His Divine Person; He 
is worthy of the most perfect bliss and happiness. Yet our Lord suffers 
as no man has ever suffered. We behold His hands and feet pierced 
with nails, His head torn with cruel thorns, His whole Body covered 
with blood and wounds. We hear the lamentations of His blessed 
Soul at being betrayed by those He loved on earth, and seemingly 
entirely forsaken by heaven. His heart-rending cry: “My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” (Matt. xxvii. 46) stirs our souls, 
and we look up to our Crucified Lord, thinking of the boundless suf- 
ferings He endures, the contradictions He meets with, the ingratitude, 
the bitterness and the insults He receives. Then is wrung from us the: 
question: Why, O blessed Lord, why dost Thow suffer? 
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The very Name of Jesus gives us the answer to our question, for 
Jesus means Savior or Redeemer —a title which He purchased at the 
cost of unspeakable sufferings. And the cause of His sufferings, we 























“In the Cross is salvation” (“Imitation” Bk. 2, Ch. xiii). 


know, was sin. Jesus has gone security for sinful mankind; He has 
taken upon Himself the punishment of our sins. 

Having inherited a sinful nature from our first parents, we must 
also bear the consequences of sin, — sufferings. Who would believe 
that sin is the greatest, yes, the only evil, if God did not visit us with 
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sufferings and trials during life? Sufferings teach us that sin is the 
death of the soul. We would not believe this if, after the commission 
of sin, all remained undisturbed in our life and in nature. Sufferings 
convince us that God is offended by sin and that He will not leave 
it unpunished. Death, with the sufferings and pains which precede 
and accompany it, is “the wages of sin” (Rom. vi. 23). 

This truth is written in scarlet letters on the bruised Body of 
our Lord. By His Cross He has redeemed us; by His indescribable 
sufferings He has atoned for our sins; but does there remain nothing 
for which we must make atonement? Christ has indeed atoned for 
the sins of the world, but it is by uniting our sufferings with His that 
we appropriate to ourselves the fruits of His Redemption and atone- 
ment. Therefore, it is just and right that we also suffer. In the 
union of our sufferings with those of Christ lies the atoning power 
of our sufferings. Our sufferings are the thorns which have sprung 
forth from our sins, but they bring us this consolation — they atone 
for our guilt. Therefore, let us have patience in our sufferings and 
not lose their merit by murmuring and complaining. 


The Preventive Power of Suffering 


We have not as yet, however, penetrated the mystery and the 
power of suffering. God sends us sufferings to satisfy His justice, but 
this justice is united with His mercy, which, as we know, surpasses all 
His works. There is a preventive power in suffering which preserves 
us from the evils that endanger our eternal salvation. For, we have 
need to fear the destructive germ which slumbers within us, and 
which will cause our ruin if we are not watchful. 

Experience teaches that sufferings are necessary. Never to suffer 
would be a source of greatest danger for most of us. The worldly- 
minded man does not understand this; the Christian, however, turns his 
gaze toward the Cross, and remembering the relation between pain and 
sin, he realizes the necessity of suffering. He understands that he must 
suffer to be preserved from sin, as well as to make atonement for it. 


The Sanctifying Power of Suffering 


Finally, sufferings have a sanctifying power. We call ourselves 
Christians because we are followers of Christ. His Name is inscribed 
in our souls, as it were, and it has been written there at the cost of 
His own tears and Blood. We have been redeemed by the sufferings 
of our God, washed with His tears, purchased with His Blood. 

Jesus has rendered atonement for our sins, redeemed us with the 
price of His Blood; but His solicitude in our behalf was not thereby 
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exhausted. Our Divine Model in all things, He willed that we should 
also suffer as He suffered; therefore, His solemn invitation: “If any 
man will follow Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and 
follow Me” (Mark viii. 34). Jesus, bearing His banner, the Cross, 
appears as the leader of conquering hosts which are to gain heaven, for 
He Himself has said: “The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence and 
the violent bear it away” (Matt. xi. 12). He invites us to follow Him, 
and if He carries the bloody banner of suffering before us, if He dies 
on the field of suffering, should we not also suffer? Our Leader and 
our King has suffered; shall not we too suffer, that we may become 
holy as He is holy? 

We are called to become holy. But how can we become so without 
suffering? As gold is refined in the furnace to glow with brighter 
lustre, so our souls must be purified in the fire of suffering, that they 
may become radiant with the lustre of holiness. Only then shall we 
be worthy to partake of the glory of our Savior in heaven, if we have 
become like to Him by sufferings on earth. 

Oh, then let us carry our cross as Christians! Let us not be afraid 
of the cross, but rather embrace it for love of Him who was crucified 
for love of us. By His Cross He has redeemed the world. We shal! 
then only be glorified with Him if we have suffered with Him. In 
the midst of trials and sufferings, let us take courage, and trusting 
in the help which our Divine Redeemer will give us, let us exclaim in 
the words of Holy Church: “O Crux, ave, spes unica — Hail, O Cross, 
my only hope!” (Hymn Vexilla Regis.) 





The Memorial of Our Savior’s Passion 
HE Most Blessed Sacrament is a memorial of the Passion and Death 
ao i of our Lord. If we wish to honor His sufferings during the holy season 
of Lent, we cannot do so in any way more pleasing to our Lord and 
more beneficial to ourselves than by honoring His real Presence in the Holy 
Eucharist. This we can do not only by assisting at Holy Mass, receiving Holy 
Communion and making visits to the Tabernacle, but also by helping to adorn 
His altar throne. One of the most beautiful and symbolic of such adornments 
is the burning candle, whose glowing flame is a symbol of the flame of love 
which ever burns in the Eucharistic Heart of our Savior. Our burning candle 
will take our place in the sanctuary while we are busy about our daily duties, 
or perhaps lying on a bed of pain. And while it consumes itself in the service 
of Our Savior, it will wrest from His Sacred Heart graces which we need. 
In our Adoration Sanctuaries at Clyde, Mundelein and Tucson, many 
candles burn constantly before the Exposition Throne of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned a 
-day and a night for your intention; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an 
entire month. : 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


——- 
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Mary’s ‘Fiat’? and Ours 





ERVENT in practices of devotion and untiring in the 
quiet labors of her sex, the Blessed Virgin Mary spent 
her days in her parental home at Nazareth. Often 
would she ponder the writings of the prophets which 
foretold that the Anointed of the Lord, the promised 
Prince of Peace, should be born of a virgin, and her 
meditations awakened in her an ever increasing longing for the coming 
of the Messiah, finding expression in fervent prayer for the speedy 
redemption of the people of Israel. 

One day the humble Virgin, spotless as a lily, knelt in silent 
devotion before the little altar in her chamber. A messenger from 
heaven, with majestic bearing, appeared to her, and bending low, said 
reverently: “Hail, full of grace; the Lord is with thee; blessed art 
thou amongst women.” Mary became troubled at this salutation; a 
glowing blush overspread her countenance; with maidenly confusion 
she raised a questioning glance. The shining angel, perceiving her 
confusion, said: “Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with 
God. Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and bear a Son, and 
thou shalt call His Name Jesus. He shall be great and shall be called 
the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of David His father; and He shall reign in the house of Jacob 
forever. And of His kingdom there shall be no end.” Then Mary 
asked: “How shall this be done, because I know not man?” And 
Gabriel replied: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Most High shall overshadow thee. And therefore also the Holy 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 

Adoring, Mary bowed her head and in humble submission spoke 
her Fiat — “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me 
according to thy word” (Luke i. 28-36). r 

“Thou shalt conceive a Son—the Son of God!” Never was a 
more joyful message brought to earth. And what a blessed assent: 
“Be it done to me according to thy word.” With these words the 
eternal decree of Divine Mercy was sealed. With the single word 
“Fiat — Be it done!” the Almighty called the world into existence; 
with the same word Fiat from the lips of Mary, the love of God 
spiritually renewed creation and fallen mankind. 

With the holy word of submission, Fiat, Mary, a daughter of man, 
becomes the Mother of God; with full right may she call the Son of 
the Heavenly Father her child; Him, who sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father, she may with full right call “My Son.” “Mother of 
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God” — this is the most beautiful and most sublime title we can give 
to the Blessed Virgin. As the shining moon and the twinkling stars 
receive their light from the sun, so all gifts and graces, all virtues and 
privileges of Mary, receive their glory from her dignity as Mother 
of God. 

As the word Fiat became for Mary the source of her greatness 
and bliss, it will likewise become for us the source of blessing and 
happiness if, imitating the example of Mary, we resign ourselves to the 
will of God, submit to His guidance, and not only in the time of joy, 
but also in moments of suffering, say Fiat —Thy will be done. 

When the angel of the Lord bears to us a joyful message, when 
he brings us benefits from heaven, when he leads us on flowery paths 
and unlocks for us the gates of paradise — oh, then we say joyfully: 
“Fiat — Be it done!” But when God leads us out of our paradise 
of happiness, out upon thorny paths; when He offers us the cup of 
bitterness, of privation, abandonment and sickness, how hard it is to 
say: “Fiat — Be it done; behold I am Thy servant, the handmaid of 
the Lord.” 

Our Lenten “Fiat’’ 

“Fiat!” What golden opportunities we have of repeating this 
short but powerful word during the holy Lenten season! Nature 
shrinks from the mortification and penance which the Church enjoins. 
The law of fasting seems to many an insupportable burden, even though 
there be no reason for their exemption; and the precept of abstinence 
has no appeal for the delicacy-loving palate. It is so difficult to deny 
ourselves our wonted pleasures, and to sacrifice a half-hour’s sleep or 
a little comfort in order to assist at Holy Mass or to attend Lenten 
devotions in the evening. 

Oh, let us with Mary generously say “Fiat.” Let us show our- 
selves worthy children of Holy Church, which enjoins these penances 
and devotions with loving solicitude, in order that we may penetrate 
more deeply into the life of our Redeemer, participate in His sacred 
Passion, love Him more generously, and thus merit a more glorious 
reward in eternity. And if, perhaps, our duties forbid the saying of 
many extra prayers, or exempt us from fasting and bodily penance; 
or if our means will not permit our giving alms or supporting works 
of charity, let us at least with a good will deny ourselves such little 
gratifications as will not injure our health, and perform deeds of 
kindness to those around us. Above all, let us adopt for our Lenten 
practice a loving submission to the will of God and try to accept with 
resignation whatever He arranges for us. With Mary, let us bow our 
heads in humble submission and say “Fiat — Thy will be done!” 
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Our Host of Peace 





AG) F THE apostles who were at the Last Supper and who 
"| received Holy Communion from the hands of our Sav- 
ior, there was one who enjoyed a most intimate friend- 
ship with Him, and who was allowed to rest his head 
upon our Savior’s bosom. This same apostle was like- 
wise found at the foot of the Cross, receiving into his 
heart the last words and sighs of Jesus. Holy Communion had dis- 
closed to him the mysteries of Divine love, while the death of Jesus 
made him partaker of the treasures of this Sacrament. 

Is not this a striking exemplification of the mysterious similarity 
between the Cross and the Tabernacle? Wherever there is pain, Jesus 
is the unfailing Consoler, and does not a glance from Jesus lighten 
all pain? The sweetness of the Most Blessed Sacrament surpasses the 
bitterness of the Cross. But to bestow upon us this great Sacrament 
of Love, it required not less than the sufferings and death of our 
Savior. If these two mysteries in the designs of God are so closely 
united, we may not separate them; but rather we should meditate on 
the sufferings of our Savior in preparation for Holy Communion, so 
that our hearts may be moved to true contrition for our sins and a 
glowing love for the God of infinite goodness. On Calvary Jesus gave 
us His Cross; in the Tabernacle He opens to us His Heart; and though 
the cross is bitter to nature, shall we not find in His Heart grace and 
strength to bear it bravely? If we are grieved over the death of a 
loved one, or over the loss of our dearest possessions, let us have re- 
course to Jesus; He will give us His Mother as our consoler, and the 
strength-bestowing beverage of His Precious Blood to uphold us. 

If we have loved the pleasures of the world, and our souls have 
suffered injury thereby, let us in sincere sorrow bewail our infidelity 
at the foot of the Cross, and beg Jesus to permit us to find His peace 
and rest in Holy Communion. Should we be in doubt as to which of 
several courses to pursue, let us kneel in quiet prayer before the 
Tabernacle; there we shall find light to know which is the right way 
for us to travel, and Jesus, the Crucified One, will be our guide along 
that way. Before the Tabernacle we shall find courage and comfort 
in all trials, grace and strength to rise after each fall, for there Jesus, 
in perpetual sacrifice, lives to make intercession for us, and to obtain 
from His Father all that we need. 

O God, we do indeed behold the Cross on Calvary as a sign of 
the reconciliation of the world with Thee, but our weakness has need 
of a milder pledge of mercy. Thou givest it to us in the Most Holy 
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Sacrament where Thou dost offer Thyself to Thy Heavenly Father as 
a Host of peace, to draw down His mercy upon us. O Jesus, how good 
Thou art to give us in the Most Blessed Sacrament the continual 
assurance of Thy love! For as soon as the remembrance of our 
faults, which cannot be separated from the remembrance of Thy bitter 
sufferings, makes us sad with a wholesome fear of Thy justice, the 
thought of Holy Communion dispels all fear, and our souls, consoled 
and encouraged, rest joyfully in the sweet hope of Thy mercy. 

We know, O Jesus, that a single wilful sin tortured Thy Heart 
more than did the pains of Thy Body on Calvary, and we grieve that 
our sins have wounded Thee so cruelly. Oh, grant us grace never to 
commit these sins again, nor to take pleasure in what caused Thee 
such pain! In spirit we contemplate Thee, loaded with the heavy 
Cross, slowly and painfully ascending the hill of Calvary, and we are 
overcome with sorrow at the thought that it was our sins which de- 
livered Thee over to Thy enemies. We behold Thee on the altar, as 
on the Cross, annihilated for those same sins, and our hearts are 
filled with bitter remorse. But Thy love has found a way, in the 
power of this Adorable Sacrament, to offer us the surest means of 
regaining Thy grace and friendship. With all humility and confidence, 
we kneel at the Holy Table, and beg of Thee to apply to our souls, 
through the Host of peace, the infinite merits of Thy bitter sufferings. 





7. “The Religious Dies with More Confidence’’ 
Previous installments on the advantages of the religious life: — 


Feb. 1935 — St. Bernard’s Nine-point Program 

Mar. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Lives with More Purity and Merit.’’ 
May 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Soul Falls More Rarely.’’ 

June 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Rises’ More Quickly.’’ 

Aug. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Proceeds More Cautiously.’’ 

Oct. 1935 — ‘*The Religious is Filled with More Graces.’’ 

Dec. 1935— ‘‘The Religious Enjoys More Peace.’’ 





Se N FOLLOWING the steps of St. Bernard’s nine-point 
program of the religious life, we have seen how serenely 
| and securely a good and faithful religious passes 
through this earthly exile, walking joyfully in the foot- 
steps of her Divine Model and Bridegroom, so that 
when the supreme moment of death comes, she looks 
to Him with all confidence as to her Savior and her Judge. 
Assuredly, it is fitting that the consideration of the death of a 


religious should come during the month of March, for on the twenty- 
first day of this month we commemorate the passing from earth to 
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heaven of St. Benedict, one of the great patriarchs of the religious 
life. In him was admirably exemplified the statement that the death 
of His saints is precious in the sight of the Lord. To him was granted 
the rare and sublime privilege of breathing forth his soul to God 
while praying in the oratory, and for this reason he has always been 
looked upon as a special patron of the dying. 

Life is but a preparation for eternity, and eternity can be reached 
only through the portal of death. In the heaven-inspired Rule which 
St. Benedict bequeathed to his spiritual children, he exhorts them: “To 
keep death daily before one’s eyes, and desire eternal life with all 
spiritual longing,” -— beautiful words, counselling those who follow 
after him in the religious state to so live that the hour of death may 
find them fully prepared; yes, so to live that they daily experience 
in their hearts a longing for the supreme moment of death, when they 
may be united forever with their heavenly Bridegroom, to remain one 
with Him for eternal ages. For the religious, preparation for death 
thus becomes, as it were, a daily occupation, and the longing for 
eternity the very breath of the soul. 

Death is sweet to the faithful religious, either because she has 
long since bidden adieu to the things of earth, or because she experi- 
ences great joy at the memory of a life consecrated unreservedly to 
the service of God. St. Bernard says that it is very easy to pass from 
the religious cell to heaven, since it seldom happens that a religious 
perseveres in living faithfully in her cell till death, unless she be 
predestined to eternal happiness. And the saintly Gerard, the brother 
of St. Bernard, when dying in his monastery, sang with joy and glad- 
ness: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord” (Ap. xiv. 13). 
Surely, a religious, who by her holy vows, especially the vow of 
obedience or total renunciation of self-will, dies daily, yes hourly, 
to the world and self, must be ranked with those who will “die in 
the Lord.” , 

During her last illness, a religious is surrounded by the devoted 
attention and assisted by the earnest prayers of her fellow-religious, 
truly a loyal and affectionate family. And never does a consecrated 
soul realize so fully her high and holy calling as when she nears 
eternity. Then the remembrance of many hours spent in fervent 
prayer, in labor, in humble obedience, gives to her a special confidence. 
Her life has shown a striking resemblance to the flickering candle on 
the altar; it has been consumed through prayer and labor solely in 
the service of her God. 

In those last hours, too, she renews the beautiful act of oblation 
uttered on the happy day of her religious profession: “Suscipe me, 
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Domine, secundum eloquium tuum, et vivam; et non confundas me 
ab expectatione mea — Receive me, O Lord, according to Thy word, 
and I shall live; and let me not be confounded in my expectation.” 
With indescribable joy, she offered herself as a youthful holocaust 
to her Heavenly Spouse, and now as the shadows of life deepen, once 
more this blissful expression of self-surrender mounts to her lips, 
and with ardent longing her purified soul utters the pleading cry: 
“Receive me, O Lord!” Thus a hidden life of labor and sacrifice 
and love is crowned by a peaceful — yes, a blissful death, and the 
faithful soul goes forth to meet her God accompanied by the prayers 
of the religious family of which she has been a member. 


The Eternal Nuptials 


At length, the dawn of the eternal espousals has broken. In her 
hand the virgin holds the lighted candle, symbol of the love glowing 
in her heart. The angels call her to her eternal nuptials with the 
Lamb: “Come, come, O spouse of Christ, receive the crown prepared 
for thee from all eternity.” And lo! upon that virgin soul, just 
released from its prison of clay, breaks the vision of the glory of the 
Triune God in all its splendor. Happy soul, to have been thus wel- 
comed into the blissful abode of the elect! The supreme ecstasy is 
now hers of beholding her God face to face, of being received by 
Him and of possessing Him eternally. Well do the angels marvel 
at the unspeakable glory with which her humble, sacrificial life has 
been crowned. But well do they also know that it was through many 
trials, tribulations and sufferings never endured by them in their pro- 
bation, that the soul has remained faithful to her Lord. In silent 
admiration they behold her crowned by the God of her heart, and 
they welcome her to join with them in the eternal SANCTUS, 
SANCTUS, SANCTUS. And the happy soul, secure now in the bliss 
of her never-ending beatitude, exultingly realizes in herself the vic- 
torious words of St. Paul: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith! ... There is laid up for me a crown 
of justice, which the Lord the just Judge will render to me... and 
not only to me, but to them also that love His coming” (2 Tim. iv. 7). 


An adorer of the Most Blessed Sacrament enjoys a special privilege of 
nearness to her Divine Bridegroom under the sacramental veils. Many devout 
souls have found their life’s happiness in this sublime vocation. Young ladies 
desiring information concerning the life and work of the Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration will gladly be furnished with it upon request. 

Address: Ven. Mother M. Dolorosa, Prioress 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 





The Apostles’ Creed 
First ARTICLE 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 


Continued 
N OUR last issue we considered some of the attributes of God. This 
I installment will be a continuation of the same subject, which, as 
mentioned previously, is so vast that volumes would be required 
to treat it adequately. At the same time the subject is so sublime that 
the mind and heart cannot but be quickened by it, and therefore we do 
not wish to pass over it too briefly. 


God is Omnipotent 


From the consideration of the wisdom of God we pass naturally 
to His omnipotence, by which He is able to carry into execution His 
all-wise designs. With God nothing is impossible, Holy Scripture tells 
us (Luke i. 37). For the building of a palace, many things are required 
such as a solid plot of ground for the foundation, various kinds of 
building materials, implements and workmen, as also time, labor and 
effort. But the great Builder of the vast structure of the universe 
needed none of these things. Out of nothing, without the aid of any 
instruments, He erected the immense, beautiful, solid and lasting 
palace of the world, which must ever be an object of wonder to all 
mankind. This astounding work God accomplished by a mere act of 
His will. And if He so willed, He could, in a single instant, create 
thousands of other worlds, greater, more beautiful and more wonderful 
than ours. 

An earthly monarch is considered powerful because millions of 
subjects obey his will. There are many ways in which he can exercise 
his power, but there are also many things which he is powerless to do. 
He cannot-command the wind or the rain or the floods; he cannot 
deter the lightning from striking, nor add a single star to the firma- 
ment. Yes, were all angels and men to combine their powers, they 
could not make even a single grain of sand out of nothing. This is 
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possible only to the omnipotent God. With a single word, a single act 
of His will, He called into being the infinite variety of creatures which 
inhabit heaven and earth, from the smallest particle of dust to the 
loftiest mountain, from the tiniest seed to the highest tree, from the 
smallest insect that creeps on the ground to the greatest of the planets 
that whirl through space with lightning speed; and in the same manner 
He sustains all these creatures and keeps them in existence. He 
preserves the world and makes it continue as long as it pleases Him. 

The omnipotence of God shines forth also in the many wonders 
worked by Him in the Old Testament, as well as in the numerous 
miracles wrought by our Divine Savior in the New Testament. Yet, 
though we say all things are possible to God, He cannot deceive nor be 
deceived, nor sin, nor die. Such things are contrary to a nature that 
is perfect, and of these things it is said that God cannot do them be- 
cause to do them would be an imperfection, a sign of weakness, which 
is not compatible with an all-perfect, an all-powerful Being. 

God is All-holy 

To say God is holy means that He loves and wills only what is 
good and abhors all that is evil. God, as an infinitely perfect spirit, 
has also an infinitely perfect will. Therefore He wills and loves what 
is good and only what is good, eternally and in the most perfect 
manner, even as He detests evil with an eternal, infinite hatred. And 
since God, as the infinitely holy Being, necessarily loves all that is 
good — that is, Himself and everything that is agreeable to His per- 
fections, and hates everything which renders rational creatures in the 
slightest degree unlike to Him, — it follows that He detests sin; that 
He hates it infinitely because it is contrary to good, which He loves 
infinitely. Therefore, nothing impure can enter heaven, and no sinner 
can be pleasing to His all-pure eye. ‘“‘Thou hast loved justice and 
hated iniquity,’”’ says the Psalmist (Ps. xliv. 8). 

Because of the fall of our first parents, we are born with a natural 
inclination to evil. It is only by self-conquest that we overcome our 
evil inclinations and tend toward the good. But God, because He is 
the all-perfect Being, wills and loves in a most perfect manner all that 
is good and detests all that is evil, and therefore He is called all-holy. 

If at night we gaze at the heavens strewn with millions of stars, 
we notice that not all have the same brilliancy; some give more light, 
others less. But the moment the sun rises, its golden rays absorb the 
light of all other orbs; the stars grow pale, and their light is swallowed 
up, so to say, by the light of the sun. So, too, it is with the saints, 
the “‘stars’’ of the celestial firmament. The light of their sanctity illu- 
minates the court of heaven and their light shines according to the 
degree of their holiness. But the light of their sanctity pales before 
the brilliancy of the inaccessible light which proceeds from the throne 
of the all-holy God; so that they veil their faces before the brightness 
of the Divine holiness and cry unceasingly: ‘‘Holy, holy, holy.’ 

As God is infinitely holy Himself, so He desires that .we also be 
holy. ‘Be ye holy because I am holy’? (3 Moses xi. 44). And the 
Apostle St. Paul tells us: “This is the will of God, your sanctification” 
{1 Thess. iv. 3). This desire God makes known to us in various ways. 
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In the first place, He inscribed into the heart of man a holy and just 
law, and gave him the warning and admonishing voice of conscience to 
insure its observance. This law of nature He reenforced and strength- 
ened on Mount Sinai, amid lightning and thunder, and delivered it to 
His servant Moses, that he might pass it on to future generations. This 
same law God proclaimed and perfected when, in the fulness of time, 
He sent His Only-begotten Son into the world, who at one and the same 
time merited for us and granted to us the grace to observe it faithfully. 
Moreover, the holiness of God shines forth from His commandments 
and prohibitions, because He commands only what is good and forbids 
only what is evil. But in no way does God more strikingly demonstrate 
His holiness than through the exercise of His justice. 
God is Just 

God not only loves what is good, but rewards it; He not only 
detests evil, but also punishes it. This proceeds from another Divine 
attribute, namely justice. To say that God is just means that He re- 
wards and punishes men according to their deserts. In virtue of His 
justice, therefore, God cannot punish the good nor reward the wicked. 

The chastisements which God metes out to sinners are of four 
kinds: First, temporal afflictions, such as plagues, war, famine, fire, 
drought, hail, floods, earthquakes, sickness, sudden death, and similar 
evils. Second, interior trials, which in intensity and severity exceed 
physical suffering in the same proportion that the soul is superior to 
the body. Third, the pain of purgatory. So stringent is the justice 
of God that satisfaction must be made for even the smallest sin, either 
in this life or in the next, before a soul can be admitted to His all-holy 
presence in heaven. The fourth kind of punishment is the pain of hell, 
the slightest torment of which exceeds all imaginable pain of this world. 

Ah, who can without fear and trembling think of the infinite jus- 
tice of God! Truly does St. Paul say: “It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God” (Heb. x. 31). 

Holy Scripture furnishes many examples of the punishments by 
which God chastised sinners. There is, first of all, the dreadful fall of 
the angels, who in a moment were converted from the most glorious 
spirits into most hideous demons, destined to suffer the eternal tor- 
ments of hell. The strictness of Divine Justice appears also in the 
punishment of our first parents, who, because of their disobedience, 
were cast out of paradise, and, together with all their descendants, 
sentenced to suffering, misery and death. The deluge, the fate of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, of Lot’s wife, of the sons of Aaron, and many 
other Biblical occurrences, impress upon us the extreme rigor of Divine 
Justice in the punishment of sin. 

Though these punishments may seem severe, no man can say that 
God has ever dealt unjustly, because He, who is Justice itself, cannot 
commit the slightest injustice. So unfathomable are His decrees, that 
one might more easily enclose the entire firmament in one’s hand than 
to comprehend the dispensations of Divine Justice. Therefore we must 
submit our understanding and say with the holy king David: ‘Thou art 
just, O God, and Thy judgments are right” (Ps. exviii. 137). Who can 
-explain why God permitted the angels to fall, and our first parents to 
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sin? Who can comprehend why He condemned the angels at the very 
first moment of their sin, but gave mankind time for repentance? Why 
is it that some people live pious lives for many years, but fall into 
grievous sin before their death and are eternally lost, while others who 
live sinful lives are converted before dying and are saved? 

These Divine dispensations we cannot fathom; yet were anyone to 
call them unjust because he cannot comprehend them, he would be 
guilty of a frightful blasphemy and deserve eternal damnation. Let us, 
therefore, not presume to try to examine the counsels of God, but adore 
them in humble silence, knowing that He is infinitely just. In eternity 
we shall know the reasons for the Divine judgments, and shall clearly 
see that they were good, merciful and just. 

Holy Scripture likewise furnishes many instances of the rewards 
which God granted to the good. However, there still remains much 
good in the world that is unrewarded, and much evil that is not pun- 
ished. Perfect retribution will not be made until we enter eternity. 
People are sometimes disturbed by the fact that the wicked seem to 
prosper while those who are trying to live good lives are visited with 
many afflictions. Let us remember, first of all, that no one is so wicked 
but that he has done some good in his life, which God is doubtless 
rewarding here below; and no one is so perfect that he has not com- 
mitted some faults, which God is punishing here on earth in order that 
He may reward him in eternity. Then, too, if we could look into the 
heart of a good person we should find that he is not unhappy, even 
in the midst of afflictions, while the wicked person is not truly happy 
even though seeming to enjoy prosperity. Furthermore, afflictions 
are not always sent as punishments, but often as means of practicing 
virtue and thus gaining a greater reward for eternity. 

God is True and Faithful 

God is infinitely true. He can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
When a person says something that is not true, it is either because he 
does not know the truth, or because he is unwilling to speak the truth. 
In the first instance we call his utterance an error; in the second, an 
untruth or a lie. God can neither say what is untrue nor lie; He can 
neither be deceived Himself nor lead His creatures into error. God 
eannot err; for He is Himself the eternal, living, infinite truth, and as 
the Omniscient One, He knows all things perfectly. Nor can God de- 
ceive. This would be absolutely contrary to His infinite holiness and 
goodness. “It is impossible for God to lie,’’ says St. Paul (Hebr. vi. 18); 
our Lord Himself, in His discourse after the Last Supper, said to His 
Heavenly Father: “Thy word is truth’ (John xvii. 17); and the 
Psalmist assures us: ‘‘The truth of the Lord remaineth forever’ 
(Ps. exvi. 2). 

Firm and unshaken, therefore, should be our faith in all that God 
has revealed to us. Even though many revealed truths may be above 
our limited understanding, let it suffice that God, who is infinite truth, 
has revealed them. No doubt which might arise in our hearts can 
take root and cause us disquietude if we are firm in this faith. 

As God is eternally true, so He is also faithful in fulfilling what 
He promises and in executing His threats. ‘‘And thou shalt know,” says 
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Holy Scripture, “that the Lord thy God, He is a strong and faithful 
God, keeping His covenant and mercy to them that love Him, and to 
them that keep His commandments, unto a thousand generations: and 
repaying forthwith them that hate Him, so as to destroy them, without 
further delay, immediately rendering to them what they deserve” 
(5 Mos. vii. 9-10). To this the entire history of the Israelites bears 
witness. When they observed the law of God they were blessed and 
enriched with temporal goods, fortunate in war and in peace; but when 
they sinned, they were not seldom visited by plagues, famine, bloody 
slaughter, painful imprisonment and many other evils. 

The work of our Redemption gives eloquent testimony of God’s 
fidelity to His promises. Like a golden strain, the promises concerning 
our Redeemer run through the sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
all of which were accurately fulfilled in the life of our Savior. We 
know also that the prophecy of our Lord concerning the destruction of 
Jerusalem was accomplished literally; and when Julian the Apostate, 
defying the Divine decree, sought to rebuild Jerusalem on its ancient 
site, an earthquake buried the walls and fire burst forth from the 
earth and consumed the laborers. 

There are some people who think God will not punish as severely 
as one hears announced from the pulpit; that He only threatens eternal 
punishment in order to frighten sinners, and will one day, like many 
earthly monarchs, pardon or forget and not carry into execution the 
sentence: “‘Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire’ (Matt. 
xxv. 41). Such imaginings only show how sinners deceive themselves 
in order to pacify their troubled consciences. May they remember that 
sooner will the firmament of heaven fall than a single word which the 
Lord has spoken not be fulfilled. “Heaven and earth shall pass, but 
My words shall not pass” (Matt. xxiv. 35), is the solemn declaration 
of our Divine Savior. To be continued 





A Lenten Message from Purgatory 





fa] EAR pilgrims of earth! Relatives and friends! Holy 

Ai Church has once more appointed a time of special 
grace for you, — the forty days of holy Lent. Our 
love for you prompts us to raise our voices in an urgent 
plea. It is not a cry for help, but a cry of warning, 
which we send to you from the place of our painful 
banishment. Brethren! we speak to you from the dust of our 
mouldered bodies. On the first day of Lent, Holy Church strews ashes 
upon your foreheads, with the portentous words: “Remember, man, 
that thou art dust, and unto dust thou shalt return.” We, the dead, 
are a true testimony of the veracity of this earnest admonition. Our 
forms still linger in your memory; often do you picture us as we were 
when we dwelt in your midst, in the vigor and strength of our life. 
Ah, could you but glance into our coffins, would you still recognize us? 
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Gaze upon us and be convinced: “Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt 
return.” —O children of men! That which you are, we were — and 
that which we are, you shall be! This would be a salutary meditation 
for you on Ash Wednesday and during the holy Lenten season. How 
truly wise would men become if they would often think of their last 
end. “In all things, O man, remember thy last end and thou shalt 
never sin” (Eccl. vii. 40). 

Brethren! Why does the Church remind you at the beginning 
of Lent of that which you will once become and which we already 
are— dust and ashes? She wishes to awaken in you the spirit which 
ought to animate you during this holy time — the spirit of penance. 
That Lent should be a time of penance for all children of the Church 
we were instructed from our youth, as you are even now instructed. 
May it not be taught to you in vain! Ah, had we but done more 
penance during our earthly life, we should not now have to endure 
such a long, long, bitter penance in these torturing flames. 

Brethren! Friends! Take to heart our warning admonition: Do 
penance during the holy Lenten time! “Except you do penance, you 
shall all (likewise) perish!” (Luke xiii. 5.) Therefore, if in the 
Lenten sermons you hear the voice of your Lord, “harden not your 
hearts” (Ps. xciv. 8). 

You regard the forty days of fasting as disagreeable and burden- 
some? — We who languish in purgatory burn with longing desire to 
spend just one more Lent on earth! More richly are the graces and 
merits of the Savior poured into the hearts of sinners during this time, 
more easily are penances performed and the forgiveness of sins ob- 
tained. Therefore, we admonish you, beloved in the Lord, that “you 
receive not the grace of God in vain!” (2 Cor. vi. 1.) 

You consider the precept of abstinence, of refraining from amuse- 
ments, too stringent? Ah, dear friends! Had you but a slight idea 
of the privations we endure in purgatory, truly, no mortification, no 
work of penance would seem difficult to you! Were we permitted to 
return to you, you should see the life of the penitents in the Theban 
desert renewed. Believe the words of St. Augustine — we know from 
experience that he has spoken truly: “The least pain of purgatory is 
more grievous than the greatest pain which can be imagined on earth!” 
And the author of the /mitation of Christ says truly: “Here a single 
hour of pain is more grievous than a hundred years of most rigorous 
penance on earth” (Book 1, Ch. xxiv). 

Not without purpose do we plead incessantly that you, at least 
you, our friends, have pity on us (Job xix. 21), for we have entered 
into that night in which no man can work (John ix. 4). We cannot 
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help ourselves. But you—oh, you do not know how to appreciate, 
how to make use of your opportunities! — Now your labors are still 
profitable, your tears are acceptable, your groans are heard, your 
sorrow is satisfying and purifies your soul (Im. of Christ, 1. xxiv). 
There are many who suffer and weep with us, who in the year that has 
passed spent the Lenten time with you. And when the Lenten time 
returns again, many of you will be suffering and weeping with us! 
Be prepared, therefore, “for you know not the day nor the hour” 
(Matt. xxv. 13). And that you may be prepared, employ the time 
of Lent in the spirit of penance. 

Wash away your sins in the Blood of the spotless Lamb through 
an upright and contrite confession. Ah, could we poor souls confess 
just once more! Could we but, through this sacrament of reconcili- 
ation, purify ourselves from every stain of sin! Here in purgatory 
there is no confessional; here the priests no longer have the power of 
remitting sin. O Catholic Christians! how enviable is your lot upon 
earth. Oh, go to the priest, go to the confessional — efface your sins! 

Shun sin! Shun the least wilful sin! No one can conceive, no 
one will believe, what sin is in the eyes and in the judgment of God! 
Brethren! How astonished you would be could we tell you what the 
sins are for which we must atone so rigorously — sins which you, 
as did also we in life, look upon as slight and trifling and excuse as 
human weaknesses! O, our friends! walk circumspectly, and avoid sin! 

Also for sins already forgiven, Divine Justice demands satisfac- 
tion through self-denial and patient endurance of trials, through works 
of piety.and devotion. Above all things, avoid worldly amusements 
during the holy Lenten time. Alas! the world with its vanities and 
follies, with its sensual pleasures and amusements, — how deceitful 
it is!) How much havoc it works among souls! We assure you, friends 
and loved ones, that we now bitterly bewail many things over which 
we once made merry and rejoiced with you! In efernity man judges 
altogether differently than in time. 

Still more, sanctify the holy Lenten time by zealously assisting 
at the most holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Lenten devotions. Pray 
the Stations often; try to gain many indulgences; be fervent in prayer, 
in works of charity. Bear your cross with Jesus, the Divine Cross- 
bearer, and be, like Him, patient in all your sufferings. By all these 
good works, performed in the state of grace and with a good intention, 
you can make satisfaction to Divine Justice and can obtain remission 
of temporal punishment which otherwise you shall have to atone for 
in purgatory. Ah! in purgatory! what pain! what torment! 

Relatives, friends, who are still upon earth! Ah, do not let the 
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warning cry which from our prison house of pain we address to you 
fall unheeded upon your hearts and ears. Remember, we speak to you 
from our own, our very own bitter experience — we speak to you in 
well-meaning love. In purgatory one no longer loves naturally, but 
supernaturally, with true, pure love. 

To those of you who take our words to heart we add to our 
admonition an urgent petition— the same petition which the apostle 
Paul once addressed to the Corinthians for the poor Christians in Jeru- 
salem: “In this present time let your abundance supply their want” 
(2 Cor. viii. 14). If you, beloved brethren, spend the forty days of 
Lent in the spirit of penance, you too will accumulate superabundant 
merits and graces. Ah, then, with your superabundance, assist us in 
our want, in our poverty. Look first to yourselves in this holy, grace- 
abounding time —to yourselves and the salvation of your own im- 
mortal souls! But oh, forget not the poor souls in purgatory! 





Putting the “Old Man’’ to Death 





in spite of their seriousness, call to mind a humorous story 

told in connection with Pere Olier’s accustomed exhortations to 
his followers to be fervent in following the way of self-sacrifice and 
self-abnegation, so necessary in the religious life. In his exhortations 
he frequently admonished his disciples to ‘“‘kill the old man,” that they 
might establish within themselves the life of Jesus Christ, the new 
man, created in justice and true holiness. 

One day while the Rev, Olier was repeating the admonition: ‘We 
must put the old man to death,” the gardener’s wife happened to be 
listening at the door. At once she came to the conclusion that the 
“old man” referred to was none other than her aged husband. Hurry- 
ing away, she told her consort of the unhappy fate which awaited him. 
Terrified, the old man hastened to Father Olier to beg for a reprieve. 
In a voice choked with fear, he pleaded: “O sir, my wife told me every- 
thing; I wish to live a little longer; I know your design.” 

“Why, what design?’ asked Father Olier in perplexity. 

“Oh, you know better than I can tell you.” 

“But my good friend, I know not what you mean.” 

“Why, did you not say that the old man must be put to death? 
I am old, it is true, but that is no crime, and I am still able to work.’’ 

Despite the evident terror and agitation of the poor gardener, 
it was impossible for Father Olier to refrain from laughing; but it was 
not an easy matter to convince the gardener that the “old man’’ whose 
death he was demanding was none other than those corrupt inclinations 
which work so much harm in souls, and which should at all times be 
mortified and “‘put to death.” 


Ts frequent admonitions given during this penitential season, 
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Little Lovers’ League 





EAR Little Lovers, as we see the great snowdrifts piled up 
D outside, we wonder how our little friends are surviving the cold 
weather. We hope you have been warmly sheltered, and that 
you are having some good times playing in the snow, which covers 
the earth as with a thick, white blanket. Does not its whiteness remind 
us that we should keep our hearts always pure and bright — for Jesus? 
And now, a word about our Crusade for the Catholic Press. You 
will be happy to know that we have some valiant crusaders, some brave 
and sacrificial Little Lovers, who are trying hard to make the Crusade 
a success; but there are many difficulties in the way of even the 
bravest crusaders. The weather has been very cold and the snow so 
deep that it is hard for our dear little friends to get about as they 
would like to do. And there are other difficulties too, but we have 
confidence that our crusaders will not be daunted by them. You will 
struggle on, keep on trying for the love of Jesus, and He in His turn 
will help you. He will reward you, not only with the prizes which 
you will receive for the subscriptions you send, but also with special 
graces, graces which will help you throughout your whole lives to 
know Him better and to love Him more ardently. And you will be 
happy, knowing that you have tried to help Him in this great work. 
We are praying for you, dear Little Lovers, asking Him to bless you, 
to help you to be true and brave Crusaders. 

You know also that we are now commencing another Lenten sea- 
son, a time when Jesus asks us to think often of His great sufferings 
for our salvation, and to thank and console Him for the many outrages 
He still receives from wicked people. We feel sure our Little Lovers 
will be fervent in assisting at Holy Mass daily, if pgssible, and attend- 
ing the special Lenten devotions. 


VIRTUE FOR MARCH: For our practice this month, 
let us take two words: ZEAL and REPARATION, as 
our special Lenten motto: Zeal in making Jesus better 
known and loved by working earnestly for the Catholic 
Press Crusade; and reparation by consoling Jesus for the 
sins which wicked people commit. This we can do by 
visiting Him often in the Blessed Sacrament and by re- 
ceiving Him with loving devotion in Holy Communion. 


ASPIRATION: Dear Jesus, I thank Thee for suffer- 
ing so much to wash our souls from sin; I love Thee and 
I long to make all the world love Thee. 
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Little Joseph 


Copyright 1935 





Cuapter II 
Opening Flowers continued 
Devotion to the Little Flower 


S THE months passed, the Lampe brothers decided it would be 
best, because of the hard times facing them, to move their 
families to the country. They succeeded in finding a suitable 


farm, with two nice comfortable houses near together, but some time 


necessarily elapsed before the deal could be closed. As the parents. 


were anxious to have things settled, little Joseph suggested that they 
make a novena to the Little Flower of Jesus. His devotion and under- 
standing of the Little Flower gave him absolute confidence. 


Before the novena ended, the deal was closed. They moved to: 


a farm near Ravenna, fifteen miles northeast of Akron. A man was 
hired to do the farm work, while the two fathers would daily drive 
to Akron to work at the General Rubber Shop, on the afternoon shift. 
Speaking of the Little Flower’s aid, Joseph expressed his gratification. 
“See there! The Little Flower sent us a rose! You can almost smell 
its fragrance.” 

At another time, when they were visiting an aunt who was very 
ill, Joseph was much concerned that she might die and leave his cousins. 
motherless; he promptly announced that they must make a novena 
to the Little Flower. They learned shortly after that his aunt was. 
out of danger, and his happiness knew no bounds. “See Mamma! 
he exclaimed, “another rose!” 

Now that his brief life, breathing the perfume of sanctity, has 
ended, may we not regard him as one of that “legion of little souls” 
who followed St. Therese’s little way of love and sacrifice, and who 
now shares with her the mission of “scattering roses upon earth”? 
This hope is strengthened by the graces granted him in his last hour. 


On the Farm 

When the family moved to the farm, in April, 1933, they took 
many things that were breakable with them in the automobile. Joseph 
insisted he was to hold the Sacred Heart statue. “Look Mamma,” he 
said with satisfaction, pointing first to the statue, then to his mother 
and lastly to himself, “Jesus - Mary —- and Joseph!” Those little 
things, unnoticed by other children, were as natural to him as the 
breath of life. 

In the month of May, shortly after they moved to the farm, there 
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was a warm, refreshing shower. The trees were beautiful in their 
budding freshness of green, studded with diamond-like rain drops. 
The wide expanded lawns seemed to have caught thousands of the tiny 
crystals, glistening and sparkling in the bright sunlight. Joseph, stand- 
ing on the porch steps admiring the lovely scene, and inhaling the 
sweet fragrance, exclaimed enthusiastically, “O Mamma! ... Doesn’t 
everything smell fresh and good? Just look around! See how beau- 
tiful God’s painting is — the bright blue sky. .. the white fleecy clouds. 
Oh, how beautiful!” His eyes alight, still gazing upward, he threw 
out his hands with a gesture of appreciation, “How wonderful are 
the works of God!” 

The children, five in each family, seemed wafted in a dream to 
fairyland. What freedom in the wide stretches of lawns about the 
two homes! There was ample room for their games of baseball and 
football on the wide lawn toward the barn. What fun it was to 
pretend they were Indians or wood-nymphs, out in the wood-lot beyond 
the pastures, where their daddies had moved a small building for 
a camp site! Light-hearted and gay, as free as the birds, their voices 
echoed in merry shouts and ringing laughter. 

Even the rain did not keep them indoors. One day, while a soft 
rain was falling, they marched down the lane leading from the pas- 
tures. Bubbling over with gay spirits, they were waving corn stalks. 
and singing, “Down on the Farm,” “Singing in the Rain,” and “Happy 
Days are Here Again” with all the enthusiasm of light-hearted youth. 
How interesting too, to be initiated into the mysteries of farm life! 
The flock of downy, leghorn chicks was something to dream about; the 
massive strength of the horses was a wonder; the herd of cattle, the 
brood of little pigs, kept them busy on daily tours of inspection. 

An amusing incident at this time caused much merriment among 
the grown-ups. Joseph, as usual, resorted to prayer for the welfare 
of his people, and the cares that confronted them. He had overheard 
them talking of their need to increase the herd of cows as fast as 
their means would allow. One morning the exciting news came that 
a tiny calf had been added to the herd. Joseph, all eagerness and 
flurry, called out to his little sister: “Come on, Jeanne, let’s hurry. 
Let’s say a lot of Hail Marys so it'll be a baby cow. Grandma says. 
we need more milk!” With that they started on a run to the meadow, 
praying the Hail Marys out loud with all the confidence of childhood. 
Their grandma laughed heartily when they came hurrying back with 
the glad news that their prayers were answered. Daddy said they 
had a new baby cow! 

One of Joseph’s oft-expressed longings was to become the possessor 
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of a pet sheep. The picture or even the mention of sheep immediately 
aroused his enthusiasm. If only his daddy would get him a sheep! 
When a bazaar was in progress and he learned that sheep were among 
the things listed on the lottery tickets, like all small boys, his hopes 
soared high, but he was deeply disappointed to learn that his daddy 
was not at all interested in sheep. However, there was his auntie, 
to whom, by some strange boy-reasoning; he had given the endearing 
name of “Pete.” She would help him! “Say, Pete,” he begged, “you’ll 
see that I get a sheep, won’t you? I'll give you the money to take 
the chances. You know I’m never lucky. Say you will! Please do, 
Pete!” His mother, in an effort to discourage his ambition, explained 
their lack of facilities for keeping sheep. He had his toys and other 
pets, she said, why persist in wanting sheep? “Because our Lord 
loved sheep, Mamma!” was the surprising answer. Even after all 
these disappointments he did not give up the hope of some day 
owning a sheep. But before his hope could be realized, the Good 
Shepherd “had need of him.” To be continued. 





St. Joseph, Patron of the Dying 


"T- tarousn ot of persons have experienced either personally or 





through others, that good St. Joseph is a true and faithful friend 

at life’s last and most important hour. —JIn one of our large 
cities there lived a wealthy man, who, like many others, had spent the 
greater part of his life in the enjoyment of earthly pleasures, without 
faith in God or a thought of the hereafter. Having attained to old age, 
he was stricken with a lingering, malignant ailment which seemed to 
presage certain death. As Mr. X. had been baptized and raised a 
Catholic, his pious wife and the priest whom she had summoned sought 
to induce him to receive the sacrament of penance and Holy Viaticum. 
But their words fell unheeded upon the hardened heart of the obdurate 
sinner. 

One day a young woman, very poorly clad, came to the mansion 
and begged so pitifully to be admitted to the sick room that her wish 
was granted. She explained to Mr. X. that her husband was an artist, 
but because of illness had been unable to do any painting for many 
months; that as a consequence he and his family were in great need; 
and as Mr. X. was well known to be a connoisseur of art, she had 
brought her husband’s latest painting, in the hope that he would pur- 
chase it and relieve their poverty. As she spoke she removed the 
wrappings from the picture, revealing a beautiful representation of the 
dying St. Joseph, with his virgin Spouse and his Divine foster Son at 
his side. 

The picture was a masterly production, singularly beautiful and 
touching, and Mr. X. gladly made the purchase. To his wife’s surprise 
and joy, he asked to have the picture hung beside his bed, where he 
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might often gaze upon the loving faces of the three holy persons therein 
portrayed. Divine grace soon became active in hig heart, and on the 
following day he said to his wife: “Anna, I have a premonition that 
my end is near. Would that I could die like St. Joseph, with Jesus 
and Mary at my side!’’ 

Tears welled up in his wife’s eyes as she answered: ‘My dear 
Karl, if you will but receive the holy sacraments with contrite heart, 
your death will be sweetened by the assistance of the Holy Family.” 

“Do you think so, Anna? Ah, but I have been so indifferent 
toward God and religion, have not gone to confession for a long, long 
time. .. Besides I disinherited our only child because he married against 
my wishes, and have refused all attempts at reconciliation. . .’’ 

Mrs. X. knelt down beside her husband, and taking his hand in 
hers, said softly: ‘‘Karl, I have a surprise for you. Our son Ferdinand 
and his family moved to this city two weeks ago, and are in very needy 
circumstances. Yet the poor boy refuses to accept any assistance from 
me, because it is offered without the knowledge and without the love 
of his father. For the time being, the money which his wife received 
for the picture of St. Joseph is saving them from bitter want, and they 
hope soon to find other relief.’ 

The sick man sat up and stared at his wife. Then he exclaimed 
with a trembling voice: ‘‘My son here in the city—and it was his 
wife who called on me! O God, I thank Thee!” He sank back upon 
his pillow, and spent some moments in silent thought. Then he turned 
to his wife. ‘‘Anna, go and send word to our son that his father wishes 
to be reconciled with him. I want to see him and speak with him. 
His wife and children, too, I should like to know and love... But 
please have them postpone their coming until tomorrow, for I wish 
first to be reconciled with God.” 

In the afternoon of the following day, the son, with his wife and 
children, stood at the bedside of his father... The reunion was touch- 
ing beyond words. With tears in his eyes, the father remarked: 
“Ferdinand, it is to your beautiful picture, painted with exceptional 
skill, that I owe my reconciliation with God and with you!”’ 

“No, dear Father,” answered the son, “it is to St. Joseph, after 
God, that we owe this happy hour; for I have daily recommended to 
his protection my parents, my family, myself and patticularly the work 
of this painting.” 

A few more days were granted to the sick man, brightened by the 
presence of his loved ones. Then his soul took its flight to his Creator, 
his pale lips having whispered to the last: “Jesus, Mary, Joseph!” 





Contents — March, 1936 


St. Joseph’s Glory and Power — The Death of St. Joseph — The 
Cross, Our Strength in Suffering — Mary’s “Fiat” and Ours — Our Host 
of Peace —7. “The Religious Dies with More Confidence’’— Know 
and Explain Your Catholic Faith — A Lenten Message from Purgatory 
— Putting the “Old Man” to Death — Little Lovers’ League — Little 
Joseph — St. Joseph, Patron of the Dying. 









































Valuable and Useful Prizes for Little Lovers’ 
CATHOLIC PRESS CRUSADE 


* * * 


: For the love of our suffering Savior your 
A GAM fox friends and relatives will be glad to give you 
$1.00 for a year’s subscription to “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory,” thus helping to make our Crusade a success. If they 
are already subscribers, they will welcome the opportunity of giving a 
Lenten alms by making someone else the gift of a year’s subscription, 
and in this way becoming instruments for the extending of Christ's 
Eucharistic kingdom. 


Jesus! 


(Choose any article you wish, according to the number of NEW sub- 
scriptions you send in. If you wish, you may choose several articles to 
make up the prize corresponding to your number of new subscriptions. For 
example, if you send in five new subscriptions, you may, instead of selecting 
a premium listed for five new subscriptions, choose one of those given for 
two and one for three; or, one for one and one for four. If there are no 
prizes listed for the number of subscriptions you send in, you may make up 
the number to which you are entitled by choosing two or more from among 
those given for other amounts of new subscriptions. If you choose an article 
of clothing for a prize, be sure to give your size and age, and the color you 
wish. — Parents or older members of the family may assist children in se- 
curing new subscriptions.) 


The Little Lover who gains the highest number of new 
subscriptions will receive, in addition to the premium selected 
for that number, a cash prize of 15 cents for every sub- 
scription. The second highest number wil! receive a cash prize 
of 10 cents for every subscription; the third highest, 
a cash prize of 5 cents for every subscription. 


For 1 New Subscription For 3 New Subscriptions 
A booklet and medal of the Infant Scapular medal and chain —- A Cat- 
Jesus of Prague— Our Father Book- echism game (The Apostles’ Creed, 
Celluloid-covered plaque of the Child The Seven Sacraments or Our Favor- 
Jesus — A colored rosary —A box of _ ite Saints) — Prayer-book “Jesus in the 
paints —Bag of 28 marbles—Edu- Hearts of Little Children” -A box of 
cator crayons or Dixon wood crayon water colors—Flash light -2-drawer 
pencils — Nickle-plated harmonica School outfit (contains 28 useful arti- 
nate cles) — Water-proof school bag, (lunch 
For 2 New Subscriptions and pencil pockets) - A Jack knife - 
A small statue of the Sacred Eversharp pencil 


Heart or Blessed Virgin — Child's For 4 New Subscriptions 
prayer-book “Jesus in the Hearts of A ol f ittle Fl a 
Little Children” — Imitation leather  ,yicgal cre lied, 3 Lage i. oe 
pencil box with 13 articles for school pook “Jesus in the Hearts of Little 
use — Young artist's coloring set— Children,”—Water proof school bag 
Combination fountain pen & pencil— (very roomy) - A Jack knife -A har- 
A Jack knife (2 blades) —Eversharp monica-—2-drawer School outfit (con- 
pencil (blue, green or red) tains 26 articles) 











For 5 New Subscriptions 

A First-Communion set-714 in. 
statue of the Infant Jesus of Prague — 
Sacred Heart and Blessed Virgin Li- 
braries (16 booklets) — Fibre suitcase 
book satchel (1534 x 101%4 by 5% in.) 
with lock & key (black) -—4-drawer 
School outfit (contains 24 articles)— A 
camp knife (with spear, screwdriver 
& caplifter and can-opener). 


For 6 New Subscriptions 

Onyx medallion of the Sacred Heart 
or Blessed: Virgin — 10-inch nickel- 
bound Crucifix — Base-ball, bat and 
glove (for boys under 12) — Steel lunch 
kit with pint thermos bottle —Boy's 
chromium-plated pocket watch — Pearl 
necklace (triple strand, about 19 in. 
long) —Roller skates (ball bearing). 


For 7 New Subscriptions 

Sterling silver chain with scapular 
or miraculous medal (length 15 to 25 
in.) — Fitted school bag of tan water- 
proof cloth, with shoulder strap or 
handles (contains everything needful 
for school use, including fountain pen) — 
5-year leather diary with gold-plated 
lock and key and autograph album 
(green, brown or red) — Fountain pen, 
(11-sided barrel), attractive pearl- 
effect colors. 


For 8 New Subscriptions 

Rosary with sterling silver chain & 
colored beads — “Golden Book” 
(prayer-book of the Blessed Virgin) - 
Choice of following books: Life of 
Guy de Fontgalland - Maria of Padua - 
Antonito - Little Nellie of Holy God - 
or Little Lives of Saints.— Auto valve 
harp harmonica — 3-piece basketball 
outfit— Boy's pocket watch-A flash- 
light — A football. 


For 9 New Subscriptions 

Catholic Girl's Guide-The Young 
Man's Guide-A silk parasol (blue, 
green or brown, with border and all- 
over pattern)-A handsome ukulele, 
with instruction book and pick. 


For 10 NEW Subscriptions 

A 12-in. statue of the Infant Jesus 
of Prague — A rose-wood hanging Cru- 
cifix-A toy typewriter that really 
writes (dial system) — “Speedline” 
ball-bearing roller skates - A tennis 
racket (medium weight) —Tan horse- 
hide baseball glove (full size). 


For 11 New Subscriptions 

Pictorial Lives of the Saints (book) - 
A box kodak (takes pictures 2144 x 3% 
in.)-A_ silk parasol, 16-rib (blue, 
green or brown, with border and all- 
over pattern) —Boy’s bathrobe (6-16 
yrs.), plain Whittenton cloth, (blue 
brown or maroon) — Girl's bathrobe 
(8-14 yrs.) cotton beacon blanket 
cloth (blue or red) — A fountain pen. 


For 12 New Subscriptions 


Strong black silver-chained rosary — 
Girl's rubberized swavel cloth rain 
coat and beret, double-breasted (blue 
brown, green, red or tan) —Boy’s 
pocket watch, chromium plated. 


For 15 New Subscriptions 


Complete set of our booklets (59)- 
Waterman's fountain pen (mention 
whether fine, medium or heavy point 
is desired) -Boy'’s coat (6-18 yrs.) 
black leather-tex, sheeplined with 
sheepskin collar — Boy's moleskin cloth 
coat, sheeplined with sheepskin collar 
(brown) — Girl's rubberized plaid suede 
cloth jacket (red, blue or brown; 8-16 
yrs.) — 4-pocket cowhide brief case, 
black or brown — Overnight case, 12 x 
11144x6 in. - Boy’s bathrobe (6-18 
yrs.) blue or brown plaid beacon cloth- 
Girl's rose or blue corduroy bathrobe 
or Beacon cotton cloth (brown & tan, 
with blue, green or red shading) for 
girls over 12. 


For 20 New Subscriptions 

Roman Missal for every day — Beau- 
tiful rosary, hand-made sterling silver 
chain, colored imitation stone beads — 
Boy's or girl's New Haven wrist 
watch, chromium plated with metal 
link bracelet of leather strap band - 
A 3-pocket brief case, cowhide, smooth 
or walrus grained, black or brown, 
16x11 in.—Baseball glove, ball and 
bat (full professional size) — Volley 
ball and net, a prize which a whole 
class or family can enjoy. 


For 25 New Subscriptions 


A real oil painting of the Child 
Jesus, the Blessed Virgin or the Sacred 
Heart —- A St. Andrew's Daily Missal - 
A 4-pocket brief case, smooth or wal- 
rus grained cowhide (black or brown) 
16x11 in. — Boy’s or girl's wrist 
watch, chromium plated, with leather 
strap or matching link band. 





Excellent for the Lenten Season 


Rosaries 


(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with 

the Bridgettine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences.) 

Medium Oval cocoa beads on silver-plated chain, with nickel- 
bound cross. caiddecaks 

Large cocoa beads on strong steel chain; especially suitable for 
elderly people; 26 inches including cross, ............................ 


Black cocoa beads on steel chain. 


Special Hand-made Rosaries; Strong.and Durable 


Dark reddish cocoa beads on heavy German silver chain, 2 in. 
nickel bound cross. 


Rosary with beads of “Job’s Tears’’; length 24 in; 2 in. nickel- 
bound cross. 
(Job’s Tears are a pearly-gray capsul-shape seed of an Asiatic grass) 
Imitation stone beads on German silver chain; length 17 inches; 
Colors: amber, amethyst, garnet, sapphire, emerald, crystal. 


Crucifixes 

(When remittance accompanies the order, Crucifixes will be enriched 
with the Papal indulgence, the indulgences of the Stations and of the dying.) 
Hanging Crucifix, rosewood, brass inlaid, with bronze corpus; 

12 inches. 
Hanging Crucifix, rosewood cross, plain, with metal corpus; 12in. 1.75 
Real ebony Crucifix, silver oxidized corpus, beveled edge; 7% in. 1.25 
Ebony Crucifix, with plain edge, 8 in. .... $1.25; De SMe Sis: .90 
Nickel-bound Crucifix; 5 in. .50 6 in, .78 7 im. 9.00." 20 in. 3.50 


Prayer-books 


The Golden Book —a prayer book devoted to the Blessed Virgin. 
Size 3%x5¥\4 in. Morocco, red edge, $1.25. 


Joy in God A handy ‘“‘Vest Pocket Manual” especially suitable for 
men. Handbound, black leather binding, gilt edge, 90¢. 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a book any boy or girl would 
delight to possess. Contains 160 pages comprising Mass devotions, 
Confession and Communion prayers, the Stations, Visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament with other prayers, and 28 devotional pictures. 
Bound attractively in colors: Black, white, blue or red flexible 
cloth, 30¢. Black, white, blue or rose stiff cloth, 50¢. Black or 
white leather, gold edge, 75¢. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








